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Message Minister
Ministry of Finance

[tis indeed a great pleasure to know that the Economic Relations Division (ERD) of the
Ministry of Finance is going to publish Annual Report 2021-2022. ERD has been playing
an active role in enabling Bangladesh to become an Upper middle-income country by
2031 and transforming the country into an advanced economy by 2041 through economic
diplomacy. The annual report of ERD is the robust demonstration of the government’s
elfort to mobilize external development assistance to implement development endeavors
with a view to achieve sustainable socio-economic development of Bangladesh.

Under the dynamic and courageous leadership and far-sighted economic philosophy of
the Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh today has attained an incredible
height in the global arena. Bangladesh has become a convergence of peace, progress, and
harmony and as such has set herself a role model to the world. As the outcome of the
Bangladesh’s tremendous progress in various socio-economic fields in recent years, the
United Nations has made the final recommendation for the graduation of Bangladesh
from the least developed country category. LDC graduation is one of the historic
milestones that Bangladesh has achieved in its journey towards development. Certainly, it
will create a brighter image of Bangladesh to the rest of the world and our self-esteem
will reach new height.

Current dynamics of the country’s macroeconomic indicators clearly manifest that
Bangladesh has successfully overcome the adverse economic and social impact of the
COVID-19. It was possible through prudent implementation of COVID linked stimulus
packages and the massive vaccination programmes. The ongoing conflict between Russia
and Ukraine will reportedly have major implications for the global economy, which is
Just recovering from the strain of the coronavirus pandemic. Our government has taken
thoughtful steps to contain inflation, increase employment and address other
macroeconomic challenges by increasing supply while reducing the growth in demand
The pace of implementation of the low-priority projects will be lowered while enhancing
the implementation of the high and medium priority projects. Role of ERD will be crucial
in this aspect through active engagement with the development partners.

Finally, it is praiseworthy to publish an Annual Report for the Year 202 1-2022 and | am
confident that this report will be useful for the academia, researchers and relevant
stakeholders including our development partners. 1 would like to express my sincere
appreciation to all involved in the preparation, editing and publication of the Annual
Report 2021-2022.

A H M Mustafa Kamal, FCA, MP



